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Can you imagine a world without music?
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Are there any songs or pieces of music that you
associate with certain times in your life?

Are there any pieces of music and/or songs you
already link to worship or a certain religion?
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Worship
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Worship

Hinduism
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Music in Worship

Use the Music in Worship Cards.

Read the cards one at a time and complete your Music in Worship Activity
Sheet. The information on the cards will tell you how each religion uses

voice

and instruments in worship.

[ — .

Islam

Fusic. used for worship in Isiam is very different to the music used in
other religions. It includes the zall to prayer and the recicing of the
Qur'an and contains only o single voice. I¢ s focused on rhythry, the
o veords und variaticns of 1 the individuals
*han using any instrumants o & singing voice.

rath:

X

Judaism

Husic is a kzy part of Jewish

ship. I a synagogue, parts of the service are done
standing {to oraise} and parts are in a bowed position (snowing respect). Most of the

traditional communities, songs for Shabhat
(the Subbuth} andt othr festivals we for
vaices alane os it is forbidden to play
instruments at those times.

b

Vit Cols

Christianity

Music is an imporeant part of Christian worship. Praise is mentioned in “\\l
the: Hiale many times, whers s jouful and free, Christio .
worship incluces hymns, psalms, instruments, knes ,@

the raising of hands. Sometimes, ¢
. in humility: it portrags how

somel

Christians believe that worship is n ntcituds of the heart and

by singing logether, they we worshivping Gud vith one: voic.
Church servieas often start with joyous praiss, maving to
quister, mora reflective moments. Singing s usually

nccompanied by instruments. Some

denominations ore. quieter, whist
some are mare exuberant with members
of the congragation ancing. clappin
g oul and wuing Lheir e

Sikhism
are written without spaces so that they canot be altered Many Sikhs memorise them
as they we lricky lo read. T wmenls such s Lhe harmonium, percussion inslrume
cymbals, sltar and violin ascampang kirtan (singing). The aim of Sibh warship is to gl
praise to God. Clapping and whistling ar: t allowed - orly scunds which can be made
by the voice.

M

«

Congregational worship at the Gurdwara i call
diwnan and its purpose s to Zevelop the spirituality
of the

cidual, the community urd 1o pracse
God. [t includes congragatianal
pragers, hymn singing aad
meditation on God's name.

Hinduism

Hindu worship {puja) may be through viords, music, dance, silence and meditation
Indian clssical music is part of worshio as well zs kirtan (repecition of mantras to the
accompaniment of musical instrament bhajan (devocional song). Kirtan means
ylor fication. Worshippe and lowe
bhajari (devational singing or hymns). Comon instruments include
drums, kand yméals and harmonium.

s adoral

Hindu wiorship takes place in temples cr as an individual act in the
home. It involves making offeings to the deity. Hindus will repeat

of godsdioddesses and u bell is rang t
the god know that they have come to
@ O\ and to iwite them into the home

warship

s in Yieshin Curds

Buddhism

Buddhist worshi shows respect and admiration but it is notfocused
ot gou, making offer w for favours. Tn other religions
these things are dane s thewars hipper fiels Hhelr god will her cheir
praise, receive their offering ad answer chair pragers. In Mahzyanz
tradition, « it barefoot on the flocr. facing Buddha,
chanling. Tey on I chunting frort religions lexts
and tais is sometimes nccompani nstruments.

Music in Worship

T eefle g by s ek s i

why s e for

Read the cards and comolece this activity sheet as you
find out about music in different religions. an
ne for sach quastion and

or s ar

d comments if nseder.

Singing? | Chanting? | Instruments? Notes

Islam

Judaism

Christianity

Sikhism

Hinduism
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Worship

-

Muslims recite surahs (chapters)
from the Qur'an.

.
e = - —

A call to prayer is a single voice
using rhythm and tone.

Photo courtesy of Maham Bhatty (commons.wikimedi
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Judaism

Ml

Songs are based on the scriptures.
w
Reading from the Torah is chanted.

-

i

Prayers are said to tunes.
e D N [
Some Jewish music uses instruments
(but not on the Sabbath).
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Worship

Jigi Christian

There are many types of
Christian music.

hymns
_
choirs

XN e oLl e
singing




instruments
» =
praise

dancing

raising hands
- Wy
clapping

R i

shouting out
i
reflective

Photo courtesy of Harthill Pentecostal Community Church (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence
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classical music
e ae e SN CSR Y W
instruments
e oy B
mantras
YR B YW
bell

- /AWTREESY . ..
' bhajan (devotional song)
Y ..
kirtan (call and

response, chanting
and dance)



It is sometimes accompanied
by instruments.
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