


Music
Can you imagine a world without music? 

Music can be used to express or communicate emotion: 
happiness, fear, etc. 
We don’t all feel the same way when we hear a piece of 
music. Sometimes we are affected by our own experiences, 
where we are when we hear the music, our own beliefs 
and our own musical tastes. 

Are there any songs or pieces of music that you 
associate with certain times in your life? 

celebrations

happy memories

holidays

favourite films

times with friends 
or relatives

Are there any pieces of music and/or songs you 
already link to worship or a certain religion? 
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Music in Worship
Use the Music in Worship Cards. 

Read the cards one at a time and complete your Music in Worship Activity 
Sheet. The information on the cards will tell you how each religion uses 
voice and instruments in worship.

What are the similarities and differences? 
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Islam

Muslims recite surahs (chapters)
from the Qur’an.

A call to prayer is a single voice 
using rhythm and tone.



Worship

Judaism

Songs are based on the scriptures.

Reading from the Torah is chanted.

Prayers are said to tunes.

Some Jewish music uses instruments 
(but not on the Sabbath).
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Christian

There are many types of 
Christian music. 

hymns

choirs

singing

psalms
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Christian

instruments

praise

shouting out

reflective

dancing

raising hands

clapping
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SikhismSikhism

Hymns from the Guru 
Granth Sahib are chanted.

instruments

percussion

kirtan (singing)

praise

congregational prayers
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Hinduism

classical music

instruments

mantras

bell

bhajan (devotional song)

kirtan (call and 
response, chanting 
and dance) 
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Buddhism

Buddhists chant religious texts. 

It is sometimes accompanied 
by instruments.




