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4. What is a Puritan? T Coreknouedge

Task: Read the description of a Puritan below, and draw your own
picture of a Puritan. Try to include all of the details in your picture .

Puritans were a religious group during the 1500s and 1600s who followed extreme Protestant
ideas, and lived strictly religious lives. They really hated Catholics. They also hated decoration in

churches, and wanted their places of worship to be simple and ‘pure’ (hence, ‘Puritan’).

Puritans wore plain black clothing, with a white collar. On their heads, they wore a simple black
felt hat with a buckle. They thought people should work hard and always behave in a religious
way. They did not like people having fun. Puritans disliked theatres, sport and drinking alcohol,
and believed that Sundays should always be spent in church and praying. England’s most
famous Puritan, Oliver Cromwell, even cancelled Christmas!




