Inventions and Robots

20" and 21 Century inventions
Inwvention Inventor Date Location
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Subiject Links:

Computing: Research based,
coding.

Geography: Volcanoes and
Earthquakes

Some texts to support teaching of Inventions and Robots:
The Iron Man (Ted Hughes) F

Runaway Robot (Frank Cottrell Boyce) F

Inventors: Incredible stories of the world's most ingenious inventions (Robert Winston) NF

What on Earth: Robots (Jenny Fretland Vanvoorst) NF

Art: Electronic painting

DT: Creating our own inventions
and robots, designing and creating
our own volcanoes.

History: Timelines of inventions

DID YOU KNOW

Ancient Greek philosopher Plato
claimed that “Necessity is the
mother of invention.” This means
that when you really need
something, or it is necessary, you are
forced to find ways of getting it.

For example, people needed to be
able to call and speak to each other
in a way that was quicker than
writing a letter so phones were
invented!

Websites to explore:

Inventors and Inventions Facts & Worksheets for Kids (kidskonnect.com)

robot - Kids | Britannica Kids | Homework Help

inventors at a glance - Kids | Britannica Kids | Homework Help

Key people:
Leo Baekeland—Invented Bakelight or plastic
Dr Martin Cooper—The inventor of the cellphone
Both Frank Whittle and Dr Hans von Ohain—Inventors of the jet engine
Sir Alexander Fleming— Discovered and created penicillin
Katharine Burr Blodgett— Created for the invention of "invisible" or nonreflective glass.
Stephanie Kwolek—Invented Kevlar which is used in bulletproof clothing.
Hedy Lamarr—An actress who invented spread-spectrum techniques for communication.

George Devol—created the first industrial robot.

Victorian Inventions
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telephone typewriter

moving films

bicycle

A robot is a machine that does tasks without the help of a person. Many people think of robots as machines that look and

act like people. Most robots, though, do not look like people. And robots do only what a person has built them to do.

Writings from ancient Greece and China tell of toys called automatons, which were like robots. They were set in motion by

steam, air, water, or falling weights. In the late 1700s and early 1800s complex automatons could play music or write with

a pen on paper. During this time people also built machines to help do certain kinds of work. Modern robots only came

about after computers were invented. With computers, people could program robots to do tasks on their own.


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Frank-Cottrell-Boyce/e/B001IXNW7G/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Robert-Winston/e/B00IR91XOI/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://kidskonnect.com/history/inventors-inventions/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/robot/353723
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/inventors-at-a-glance/608619
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/machine/400129

