
Warm up- nouns and verbs!

Noun Verb



LO: to select words to 
create a poem.

Tuesday 19th January 2021

A poem 
helps people 

to express 
thoughts and 

feelings. 



The sound collector

A stranger called this morning
Dressed all in black and grey
Put every sound into a bag
And carried them away

The whistling of the kettle
The turning of the lock
The purring of the kitten
The ticking of the clock

The popping of the toaster
The crunching of the flakes
When you spread the marmalade
The scraping noise it makes

The hissing of the frying pan
The ticking of the grill
The bubbling of the bathtub
As it starts to fill

The drumming of the raindrops
On the windowpane
When you do the washing-up
The gurgle of the drain
The crying of the baby
The squeaking of the chair
The swishing of the curtain
The creaking of the stair
A stranger called this morning
He didn't leave his name
Left us only silence
Life will never be the same

Roger McGough

Can you spot any 
patterns in the 

poem?



The whistling of the kettle
The turning of the lock
The purring of the kitten
The ticking of the clock

What is making the 
noises in this 
section of the 

poem? Can you find 
the nouns?

What noises are they 
making? Can you spot 
any verbs that tell us 
what the kettle, lock, 
kitten and clock are 

doing?



The ________ of the ________
The ________of the ________
The ________ of the ________
The ________ of the ________

Listen carefully to the 
sounds and see if you can fill 

in the lines of your own 
poem below. Use the word 

bank to help you.

ringing bell

ticking clock

scraping toast

tinkle piano



Your task:
Year 1:  Complete your poem by 
writing another verse. 

• Use the word bank to help you.

• Listen to the sounds in your home 
for inspiration.

• Reread the poem to steal ideas. 

• Read your poem out loud. Do you 
like how it sounds?

Challenge: Can you make your poem rhyme 
like ‘The Sound Collector’ poem?

Reception: 

Complete your poem by writing 
another verse.

• Use the word bank to help 
you!

• Use the pictures on the 
worksheet to help you. 


