Mystery flower heds while you sleep

Residents of the town of Aldeymarsh in
Lincolnshire do not know whether to be alarmed
or grateful for a series of visits the town has been
receiving during the night over the last month. So
far no fewer than eleven lucky householders have
woken to find that their gardening has been done
for them while they were sleeping.

Tasks carried out included: hedge cutting,
weeding, edge trimming and even lawn mowing;
most of the homes involved have also had new
flowers and shrubs planted. Mother-of two 28
year-old Anna Gagney of Romney Close said that
last Tuesday, when she when she went to bed,
her front garden was full of weeds. The following
morning all the weeds had been removed and she
was delighted to find that about twenty
substantial flowering bushes had been planted -
neatly and expertly - in her previously overgrown
flower beds.

Most of the residents who have received the free
garden make-overs are delighted with the results.
Senior citizen Moses Oakey commented, "I'm
amazed at this kindness. You don't usually get
something for nothing these days." His
neighbour, firefighter Peggy Maloney added, "I
can't believe they managed to mow my grass in
the dark and | didn't even hear the mower!"

But accountant James Fearney does not agree. He
said he found it disconcerting that strangers
could visit his garden while he was asleep. "These
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people have trespassed on my property. What's
more, if | want flowers in my garden I'll choose
and plant them myself."

How the mystery gardeners managed to carry out
so many tasks so silently in the dark has baffled
local police ever since they were first made aware
of the problem by James Fearney. A spokesman
for Superintendant Beth Holt confirmed that
police are looking into eleven cases of overnight
trespass and so far have no leads to go on. It is
unknown whether the trespassers, when found,
will also be charged with theft of weeds.

Anyone with any information is requested to call
Aldeymarsh police in confidence on 020023
987987.
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